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Challenging the order of the Government dated 18.1.2022,
passed by the respondent no. 2 by which Presiding Officers who
had to perform the function of Presiding Officer in the coming
Elections had been asked to get themselves trained on
24/25.1.2022 in the district of Agra, the Dayalbagh Education

Institute, Agra, has come forward with the instant writ petition.

Contention of the learned counsel for the petitioner is that
when the Election Commission of India had come up with a
Hand Book for training of the Presiding Officers of various
polling stations and when in it there was a complete machinery
provided by which the Presiding Officers and Returning Officers
were to be trained online then why the Presiding Officers of the

district of Agra were not being trained online.

Learned counsel for the petitioner also relied upon a
notification dated 17.1.2022 of the Additional Chief Election
Officer of the State of U.P. who is an Official of the Election
Commissioner of India, wherein it had been stated that Returning

Officers and the Election Officers were required to have online



training.

Learned counsel also relied upon the Broad Guidelines to
conduct the General Elections and By-elections which he has
filed as an annexure to the writ petition and has specifically
relied upon the Clause No.4 of it and has submitted that election

training be conducted online.

Considering the training was to be conducted on
24/25.1.2022, the matter was taken up as an urgent case
yesterday and the Court had requested the learned Chief Standing
Counsel and the counsel for the Election Commissioner for

taking instructions.

Today learned counsel for the State has appeared and has
stated that on 23.1.2022 itself, the District Magistrate/ District
Election Officer, Agra, had come up with a circular by which it
had been stated that such persons who could not participate in the
training may apply before the Committee constituted under the
Government Order and the Committee would consider their
difficulties. Still further by the notification it has been given out
that persons who were suffering from the Covid-19 infection
could take training on 29.1.2022. Since the learned Chief
Standing Counsel heavily relied upon the notification dated

23.1.2022, the same is being reproduced here as under:-
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Learned counsel for the Election Commission Sri Rakesh
Pandey, Senior Advocate, assisted by Sri Ashutosh Mishra,
however, has submitted that Presiding Officers could not put
themselves at par with the Returning Officers as they had to get
themselves trained for operating VVPAT machines and the
Electronic Voting Machines. He submits that this training could

be given when the officers were physically present.

Learned counsel for the Election Commission also stated
that even though the Election Commission had come up with a
Regular Programme by which online training could be given but
at this stage it was very difficult to implement the programme as
the training itself was to take place today and tomorrow. He
submits that an arrangement had been made for persons who
could not participate in the training today and tomorrow and they
could take the training on 29.1.2022. Still further, learned
counsel for the Election Commission has stated that the Election
could not be held online and therefore the Presiding Officers and
the Returning Officers had to trained while they were physically

present. Further, learned counsel for the Election Commission,
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has also stated that ample arrangements had been made for
observing social distancing at venues of training and, therefore,
he submits that there was a remote chance of anybody getting
infected. It has further been stated that if there was any difficulty
with regard to training of teachers on a working day then
arrangements, of course, would be made for their training on

Saturday, the 29™ of January 2022.

Under such circumstances, we are of the view that since
the training is to take place today and tomorrow and since ample
arrangements have been made for the training of such persons
who cannot be trained on these two days as is clear from the
Government order dated 23.1.2022, no interference is warranted

in the instant case.

The learned Standing Counsel and the counsel for the
Election Commission have also made it amply clear that at the
venue of training there would be sufficient arrangements for

social distancing.
The writ petition is, accordingly, dismissed.

Order Date :- 24.1.2022
PK

(Shekhar Kumar Yadav,J.) (Siddhartha Varma,J.)



